
   Guidelines for worship in the Cathedral Shrine of the Transfiguration 

 Approved by the bishop June 19, 2020 

 
1) Cloth face masks keep our germs to ourselves – please do wear one! 

Guests are asked to wear masks whenever out in public at Shrine Mont and will be 
required to do so in the shrine. 

2) Six feet apart – Household groups or solo individuals will be seated six feet apart. 
Shrine Mont will mark spots on the pews for safe social distancing allowing up to 26 
family/individual groupings to sit six feet apart in every other row of pews in the 
Cathedral Shrine.  The maximum number of people allowed including the officiant will 
not exceed 50. 

3) Hold the handshakes. For the time being, we acknowledge each other with waves or other warm 
gestures, but save the handshakes and hugs for when it is declared safe to do 

4) Paper or projection, yes. Hymnals or Prayer Books, no. 
Shrine Mont will advise each group to bring service bulletins for their service and 
remove them afterward. 

5) Sound system helps outdoors. It’s more difficult to hear in an open space, so have an amplifying 
system so that the celebrant can be heard. 

Per our normal practice, groups will be allowed to use their own PA system. 
6) Bathrooms open with sanitizing. 

At the current time, Shrine Mont does not have public restrooms available and 
encourages guests to use the facilities in their cottages. 

7) Inclement weather?  
Shrine Mont will make the Shelter Chapel available for smaller groups - 10 
family/individual groupings with proper social distancing. 
Larger groups – not to exceed 50 - will be offered a pavilion for worship. 

8) Solists only, choirs later - While we cannot have choral or congregational singing, there’s no 
reason why a soloist, properly distanced, couldn’t sing, with an accompanist 

9) Eucharist, yes! Distribution of the elements, no! (Sorry, friends. We miss it, too.) Morning Prayer 
and AnteCommunion are also viable options. 

10) Coffee Hours remain virtual. 
Guests will disperse immediately after the service 

11)  Post-service cleaning - After the service, if persons have not brought their own chairs, please 
sanitize your chairs using an EPA/CDC-recommended disinfectant. 

If there is to be more than one service in the shrine in a given day, Shrine Mont staff will 
wipe pews and other commonly touched surfaces with disinfectant between services.  If 
only one service is scheduled, Shrine Mont will wait 24 hours to allow time for the virus 
to die before disinfecting. 
 
There will also be hand-sanitizing stations at the entrances to the shrine 

12)  Drive-in services, no. Online worship, YES! We strongly encourage the continuation of online 
services to serve the whole of those who have grown to appreciate that option. 

13) Permission to use public spaces - If you are considering using public space like a park for outdoor 
worship, please do check in with the proper authority that has control of that public space to be 
sure it’s permitted. 


